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1 – EPA extends climate rule comment period, The Hill, 9/16/2014 
http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/217872-administration-pushes-climate-rule-comment-period-back 
The Obama administration on Tuesday added more time to the clock for the public to comment on the president's 
signature climate rule on existing power plants. 
 
2 – Delta Shipyard in Houma named to EPA Superfund cleanup list, New Orleans Times-Picayune, 9/16/14  
http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2014/09/delta_shipyard_in_houma_named.html 
Delta Shipyard in south Houma, an abandoned 165-acre cleaning repair facility for small cargo boats, fishing boats 
and oil barges, has been added to the Environmental Protection Agency's Superfund National Priority List, the agency 
announced Tuesday (Sept. 16). 
 
3 - Oil firms lectured on caring for Eagle Ford, San Antonio Express-News, 9/16/2014 
http://www.mysanantonio.com/business/eagle-ford-energy/article/Oil-firms-lectured-on-caring-for-Eagle-Ford-5760534.php 

The Eagle Ford Shale zoomed from basically nothing — a rock that companies drilled through on the way somewhere 
else — in 2008 to around 1.5 million barrels of liquid production per day now. 
 
4 – Moore, Oklahoma, celebrates new wastewater treatment plant, The Oklahoman, 9/16/2014 
http://newsok.com/moore-oklahoma-celebrates-new-wastewater-treatment-plant/article/5342718/?page=2 
For years, drivers on Interstate 35 through Moore ran the risk of encountering obnoxious odors. The city’s old 
wastewater treatment plant, located just off the highway, was failing to keep up with Moore’s growing population. 
 
5 – Texas A&M receives funds to build artificial reef habitats, The Record (Orange Co., TX), 9/16/2014 
http://therecordlive.com/2014/09/16/texas-am-receives-funds-to-build-artificial-reef-habitats/ 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) Gulf of Mexico Program recently announced that Texas A&M 
University will receive over $198,000 in a cooperative agreement. 
 
6 – Chemical reform bill faces uphill battle in Senate, Washington Post, 9/16/14 
http://wapo.st/1qYbWRj 
Over the summer, Sens. Tom Udall, D-N.M., and David Vitter of Louisiana, the top Republican on the Senate 
Environmental and Public Works Committee, provided a revised draft of their chemical regulation bill to committee 
chairwoman Barbara Boxer, who told The Associated Press this week that the draft still falls short. 
 
7 – AGs from 7 states, D.C. back Obama admin on Clean Water Act proposal, Greenwire, 9/16/2014 
http://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2014/09/16/stories/1060005911 
Attorneys general from seven states and the District of Columbia expressed support today for a contentious Obama 
administration Clean Water Act proposal that has become a political punching bag. 
 
8 – EPA weighing new regs for toxic discharges at refineries and wastewater facilities, E&E News, 9/16/14  
http://www.eenews.net/eenewspm/2014/09/16/stories/1060005920 
U.S. EPA is taking a closer look at potentially toxic discharges from petroleum refineries and wastewater treatment 
facilities that handle water from oil and gas extraction as the agency weighs the possibility of new regulations. 
 
 

http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/217872-administration-pushes-climate-rule-comment-period-back
http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2014/09/delta_shipyard_in_houma_named.html
http://www.mysanantonio.com/business/eagle-ford-energy/article/Oil-firms-lectured-on-caring-for-Eagle-Ford-5760534.php
http://newsok.com/moore-oklahoma-celebrates-new-wastewater-treatment-plant/article/5342718/?page=2
http://therecordlive.com/2014/09/16/texas-am-receives-funds-to-build-artificial-reef-habitats/
http://wapo.st/1qYbWRj
http://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2014/09/16/stories/1060005911
http://www.eenews.net/eenewspm/2014/09/16/stories/1060005920


9 – Solar panels may cut Lamar-Dixon Expo Center’s power costs by 10 percent, Baton Rouge Advocate, 9/16/2014 
http://theadvocate.com/news/10288256-123/solar-panels-may-cut-lamar-dixon 
Horizontal electrical wires and vertical metal support braces formed two rectangular grids on Monday on the south-
facing roof of a livestock barn at Lamar-Dixon Expo Center in Ascension Parish. 
 
10 – A Hobbyist Whose Workshop Sits Among the Cypress Trees, The New York Times, 9/16/2014 
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/17/us/a-hobbyist-whose-workshop-sits-among-the-cypress-trees.html?ref=us 
Come the weekend, some people golf. Matt Conn restores his wetland. On any given Saturday, Mr. Conn, 38, might 
be taking a chain saw and poison to the invasive Chinese tallow trees that crowd his property and steal light from the 
thousands of native bald cypress, bitter pecan and green ash he has planted. 
 
11 – Norco renewable diesel plant returning to operation, Baton Rouge Advocate, 9/16/2014 
http://theadvocate.com/news/10295720-123/story.html 
The Diamond Green Diesel facility in Norco is expected to return to production next week, according to joint-venture 
partner Darling Ingredients. 
 
12 – Report argues that climate change-induced wildfires should factor into carbon's social cost, Climatewire, 
9/16/2014 
http://www.eenews.net/climatewire/2014/09/16/stories/1060005871 
The rising price of wildfires due to climate change should be included in the U.S. government's future estimates of the 
social cost of carbon emissions. This is the argument in a report released today by New York University's Institute for 
Policy Integrity, the Natural Resources Defense Council and the Environmental Defense Fund. 
 
13 - Electric Vehicles Are Cleaner, but Still Not a Magic Bullet, The New York Times, 9/16/14 
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/17/automobiles/electric-vehicles-are-cleaner-but-still-not-a-magic-bullet.html?_r=0 

The Union of Concerned Scientists said on Tuesday that in 60 percent of the United States, electric vehicles are now 
responsible for fewer heat-trapping global warming emissions per mile than even the most efficient hybrids. 
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Moore, Oklahoma, celebrates new 
wastewater treatment plant 
A grand opening ceremony was held Tuesday for the $52 million center 

By Sarah Lobban, Staff Writer • Modified: September 16, 2014 at 9:08 pm •  Published: September 17, 2014 

 

MOORE — For years, drivers on Interstate 35 through Moore ran the risk of 
encountering obnoxious odors. The city’s old wastewater treatment plant, located just 
off the highway, was failing to keep up with Moore’s growing population. 

 
Robert Pistole, project manager, demonstrates a control panel in the headworks building of the new wastewater treatment 

center in Moore.Photo By Steve Gooch, The Oklahoman Steve Gooch – 
 

Tuesday, city leaders and Moore residents celebrated the grand opening of a $52 million 
wastewater treatment center at 4000 S Interstate 35 Service Road. Mayor Glenn Lewis 
praised residents for voting for the sewage tax increase that funded the plant. 

“Everybody was tired of the smell, and everybody helped to get it fixed,” he said. 

The state-of-the art facility has a processing capacity of 90 million gallons a day, the 
equivalent of more than 15 Olympic-size swimming pools. The old plant had only half 
that capacity. 

City leaders also struggled to meet environmental regulations with the old plant, 
especially ammonia levels in the processed water. 

The city initially hired Edmond-based Eagle Consultants in hopes they could fix the old 
facility to lessen the ammonia output. But principal engineer and President Satish 
Dasharathy told them that with their outdated equipment, that wasn’t a possibility. 

“You can’t just band-aid something and expect it to work,” Dasharathy said. “The 
treatment technology they had was just not enough.” 

Instead, Dasharathy and his team worked to design an entirely new facility. With the 
new technology, the plant now releases less than the amount of ammonia allowed by 
law. 

http://newsok.com/gallery/articleid/5342718/1/pictures/3392775


$52M facility built for longevity 

City of Moore project manager Robert Pistole has worked at the plant since 1997. He’s 
thrilled with the changes the facility has made. When he started, the facility consisted of 
four buildings. The administrative office shared space with labs and what Pistole called, 
“the biosolids room.” 

“Quality of life for our employees was a big issue to us, too,” he said. “There were some 
rooms you could barely stand to be in. Back in the day, they saved money by condensing 
things, but we realized that that’s not efficient in the long run. We built this plant for 
longevity.” 

Officials from environmental agencies attended the opening ceremony to express 
appreciation for Moore’s commitment to clean water and air. 

“This was done right,” said Jimmie Givens, Oklahoma Department of Environmental 
Quality deputy executive director. “It was done in a thoughtful way, and coordinated 
and cooperated with DEQ from the start. The resources that this helps protect benefit all 
of us.” 
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